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And again:
"Crime today is the sad privilege of the poor___
On the other hand when the present order of society
will be changed, when every man will be safeguarded
against hunger, when the needs of his soul will have
been provided for as well as the needs of his body,
crime will disappear and the danger of having a crimi-
nal son will be as remote and improbable as is the
danger of having a child born with two heads or with
one arm.... Change the foundations of the social or-
der and crime will be at once reduced by two-thirds.
There will then remain only crimes of sudden passion
or else of outright degeneracy to consider."
THE Soviet government unreservedly subscribes to
this deterministic view and has made it the corner-
stone of its penal policies and practice. A prison sen-
tence in the Soviet republic Is the beginning of the
state's interest in the offender. Imprisonment in Russia
is for a twofold purpose. First, of course, it is a meas*
ure of social defence aimed to safeguard the public
from the "dangerous state of mind of the individual
(criminal)." The second aim is to put the criminal
in the way of such educational, cultural and economic
advantages as will restore him to normal industrial
society a changed, reformed man in as short a time as
possible. Within limits the boast of the Soviet authori-
ties that they have transformed the prisons of the
country into educational institutions is true. The pris-